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(f) Matching funds 

(1) The Federal portion of the costs of a pro-
gram provided by a grant under this section may 
not exceed 50 percent. 

(2) Any funds appropriated by Congress for the 
activities of any agency of an Indian tribal gov-
ernment or the Bureau of Indian Affairs per-
forming law enforcement or public safety func-
tions on any Indian lands may be used to pro-
vide the non-Federal share of a matching re-
quirement funded under this subsection. 

(g) Applications 

To request a grant under this section, the 
chief executive of a State, unit of local govern-
ment, or Indian tribe shall submit an applica-
tion to the Attorney General at such time, in 
such manner, and accompanied by such informa-
tion as the Attorney General may require. 

(h) Annual report to Congress 

Not later than November 30 of each year, the 
Attorney General shall submit a report to the 
Congress regarding the activities carried out 
under this section. Each such report shall in-
clude, for the preceding fiscal year, the number 
of grants funded under this section, the amount 
of funds provided under those grants, and the ac-
tivities for which those funds were used. 

(i) Authorization of appropriations 

There are authorized to be appropriated to 
carry out this section $3,000,000 for each of fiscal 
years 2002 through 2009. 

(Pub. L. 107–273, div. C, title I, § 11001, Nov. 2, 
2002, 116 Stat. 1815; Pub. L. 109–162, title XI, 
§ 1185, Jan. 5, 2006, 119 Stat. 3127.) 

CODIFICATION 

Section was enacted as the Law Enforcement Tribute 
Act, and also as part of the 21st Century Department of 
Justice Appropriations Authorization Act, and not as 
part of the Public Safety Officer Medal of Valor Act of 
2001 which comprises this chapter. 

AMENDMENTS 

2006—Subsec. (i). Pub. L. 109–162 substituted ‘‘2009’’ 
for ‘‘2006’’. 

CHAPTER 146—ELECTION ADMINISTRATION 
IMPROVEMENT 

SUBCHAPTER I—PAYMENTS TO STATES FOR 
ELECTION ADMINISTRATION IMPROVEMENTS 
AND REPLACEMENT OF PUNCH CARD AND 
LEVER VOTING MACHINES 

Sec. 

15301. Payments to States for activities to improve 
administration of elections. 

15302. Replacement of punch card or lever voting 
machines. 

15303. Guaranteed minimum payment amount. 
15304. Authorization of appropriations. 
15305. Administration of programs. 
15306. Effective date. 

SUBCHAPTER II—COMMISSION 

PART A—ESTABLISHMENT AND GENERAL ORGANIZATION 

SUBPART 1—ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION 

15321. Establishment. 
15322. Duties. 
15323. Membership and appointment. 
15324. Staff. 

Sec. 

15325. Powers. 
15326. Dissemination of information. 
15327. Annual report. 
15328. Requiring majority approval for actions. 
15329. Limitation on rulemaking authority. 
15330. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBPART 2—ELECTION ASSISTANCE COMMISSION 
STANDARDS BOARD AND BOARD OF ADVISORS 

15341. Establishment. 
15342. Duties. 
15343. Membership of Standards Board. 
15344. Membership of Board of Advisors. 
15345. Powers of Boards; no compensation for serv-

ice. 
15346. Status of Boards and members for purposes of 

claims against Board. 

SUBPART 3—TECHNICAL GUIDELINES DEVELOPMENT 
COMMITTEE 

15361. Technical Guidelines Development Commit-
tee. 

15362. Process for adoption. 

PART B—TESTING, CERTIFICATION, DECERTIFICATION, 
AND RECERTIFICATION OF VOTING SYSTEM HARDWARE 
AND SOFTWARE 

15371. Certification and testing of voting systems. 

PART C—STUDIES AND OTHER ACTIVITIES TO PROMOTE 
EFFECTIVE ADMINISTRATION OF FEDERAL ELECTIONS 

15381. Periodic studies of election administration is-
sues. 

15382. Study, report, and recommendations on best 
practices for facilitating military and over-
seas voting. 

15383. Report on human factor research. 
15384. Study and report on voters who register by 

mail and use of Social Security informa-
tion. 

15385. Study and report on electronic voting and the 
electoral process. 

15386. Study and report on free absentee ballot post-
age. 

15387. Consultation with Standards Board and Board 
of Advisors. 

PART D—ELECTION ASSISTANCE 

SUBPART 1—REQUIREMENTS PAYMENTS 

15401. Requirements payments. 
15402. Allocation of funds. 
15403. Condition for receipt of funds. 
15404. State plan. 
15405. Process for development and filing of plan; 

publication by Commission. 
15406. Requirement for public notice and comment. 
15407. Authorization of appropriations. 
15408. Reports. 

SUBPART 2—PAYMENTS TO STATES AND UNITS OF LOCAL 
GOVERNMENT TO ASSURE ACCESS FOR INDIVIDUALS 
WITH DISABILITIES 

15421. Payments to States and units of local govern-
ment to assure access for individuals with 
disabilities. 

15422. Amount of payment. 
15423. Requirements for eligibility. 
15424. Authorization of appropriations. 
15425. Reports. 

SUBPART 3—GRANTS FOR RESEARCH ON VOTING 
TECHNOLOGY IMPROVEMENTS 

15441. Grants for research on voting technology im-
provements. 

15442. Report. 
15443. Authorization of appropriations. 
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Sec. 

SUBPART 4—PILOT PROGRAM FOR TESTING OF EQUIPMENT 
AND TECHNOLOGY 

15451. Pilot program. 
15452. Report. 
15453. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBPART 5—PROTECTION AND ADVOCACY SYSTEMS 

15461. Payments for protection and advocacy sys-
tems. 

15462. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBPART 6—NATIONAL STUDENT AND PARENT MOCK 
ELECTION 

15471. National Student and Parent Mock Election. 
15472. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER III—UNIFORM AND NONDISCRIM-
INATORY ELECTION TECHNOLOGY AND ADMIN-
ISTRATION REQUIREMENTS 

PART A—REQUIREMENTS 

15481. Voting systems standards. 
15482. Provisional voting and voting information re-

quirements. 
15483. Computerized statewide voter registration 

list requirements and requirements for vot-
ers who register by mail. 

15484. Minimum requirements. 
15485. Methods of implementation left to discretion 

of State. 

PART B—VOLUNTARY GUIDANCE 

15501. Adoption of voluntary guidance by Commis-
sion. 

15502. Process for adoption. 

SUBCHAPTER IV—ENFORCEMENT 

15511. Actions by the Attorney General for declara-
tory and injunctive relief. 

15512. Establishment of State-based administrative 
complaint procedures to remedy grievances. 

SUBCHAPTER V—HELP AMERICA VOTE COLLEGE 
PROGRAM 

15521. Establishment of program. 
15522. Activities under Program. 
15523. Authorization of appropriations. 

SUBCHAPTER VI—TRANSFER TO COMMISSION OF 
FUNCTIONS UNDER CERTAIN LAWS 

15531. Transfer of functions of Office of Election Ad-
ministration of Federal Election Commis-
sion. 

15532. Transfer of functions. 
15533. Transfer of property, records, and personnel. 
15534. Effective date; transition. 

SUBCHAPTER VII—MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS 

15541. State defined. 
15542. Audits and repayment of funds. 
15543. Review and report on adequacy of existing 

electoral fraud statutes and penalties. 
15544. Other criminal penalties. 
15545. No effect on other laws. 

SUBCHAPTER I—PAYMENTS TO STATES 
FOR ELECTION ADMINISTRATION IM-
PROVEMENTS AND REPLACEMENT OF 
PUNCH CARD AND LEVER VOTING MA-
CHINES 

§ 15301. Payments to States for activities to im-
prove administration of elections 

(a) In general 

Not later than 45 days after October 29, 2002, 
the Administrator of General Services (in this 

subchapter referred to as the ‘‘Administrator’’) 
shall establish a program under which the Ad-
ministrator shall make a payment to each State 
in which the chief executive officer of the State, 
or designee, in consultation and coordination 
with the chief State election official, notifies 
the Administrator not later than 6 months after 
October 29, 2002, that the State intends to use 
the payment in accordance with this section. 

(b) Use of payment 

(1) In general 

A State shall use the funds provided under a 
payment made under this section to carry out 
one or more of the following activities: 

(A) Complying with the requirements 
under subchapter III of this chapter. 

(B) Improving the administration of elec-
tions for Federal office. 

(C) Educating voters concerning voting 
procedures, voting rights, and voting tech-
nology. 

(D) Training election officials, poll work-
ers, and election volunteers. 

(E) Developing the State plan for require-
ments payments to be submitted under sub-
part 1 of part D of subchapter II of this chap-
ter. 

(F) Improving, acquiring, leasing, modify-
ing, or replacing voting systems and tech-
nology and methods for casting and counting 
votes. 

(G) Improving the accessibility and quan-
tity of polling places, including providing 
physical access for individuals with disabil-
ities, providing nonvisual access for individ-
uals with visual impairments, and providing 
assistance to Native Americans, Alaska Na-
tive citizens, and to individuals with limited 
proficiency in the English language. 

(H) Establishing toll-free telephone hot-
lines that voters may use to report possible 
voting fraud and voting rights violations, to 
obtain general election information, and to 
access detailed automated information on 
their own voter registration status, specific 
polling place locations, and other relevant 
information. 

(2) Limitation 

A State may not use the funds provided 
under a payment made under this section— 

(A) to pay costs associated with any litiga-
tion, except to the extent that such costs 
otherwise constitute permitted uses of a 
payment under this section; or 

(B) for the payment of any judgment. 

(c) Use of funds to be consistent with other laws 
and requirements 

In order to receive a payment under the pro-
gram under this section, the State shall provide 
the Administrator with certifications that— 

(1) the State will use the funds provided 
under the payment in a manner that is con-
sistent with each of the laws described in sec-
tion 15545 of this title, as such laws relate to 
the provisions of this chapter; and 

(2) the proposed uses of the funds are not in-
consistent with the requirements of sub-
chapter III of this chapter. 
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